
Sadie Halstead Middle School  
Encourage, Educate, & Empower Every Day in Every Way 

 
Friday, May 15, 2020 
 
8th Grade SHMS Students & Parents, 

 
I miss you all, especially as these are your final weeks as an SHMS Griz and we are at a distance.  Thank you 

for your flexibility and understanding during these times.  I am writing this letter to inform you of our plans for 
celebrating our 8th grade Promotion.  Although things will look different, I am excited to improve our celebration by 
using videos and speeches from staff and students.  Please watch the youtube video as a face-to-face summary of 
this letter to hopefully provide you with clarity and a more user-friendly communication.   

 
In the first four Promotion Celebrations through my time here, we have held the ceremony at NHS on the 

graduation stage.  This avenue has allowed both the high school principal and me to share the significance of 
students transitioning to the high school, with the ultimate end-goal and milestone of high school graduation. 
Promotion sets the stage for finalizing students’ preparation for the next level aimed toward high school graduation. 
We view promotion as the celebration of students persevering through middle school years.   

 
Due to the pandemic and our required adherence to the governor’s order, Promotion will look different than 

previous years.  Although I am saddened that we will not have our Promotion in-person, I am excited to say that at 
SHMS, we are going to develop a series of videos from staff and students, so as to keep our speeches and content 
very similar to a typical Promotion.  I am thrilled to create a celebration via video, and feel that in many respects, we 
can have more student speakers, have more staff recognize our students, and create the opportunity for students to 
view their promotion at any time, later in life!   

 
Through the coming weeks, as we develop our plans, I will continue to reach out to our 8th grade students, 

families, and staff so as to make the most of this situation.  I have been impressed by this class in many ways, and I 
am eager to see our students and staff use their creativity and innovative thinking to generate the most meaningful 
Promotion possible, through the use of videos!   

 
Thank you, and I will continue to keep you updated with information and plans throughout the coming 

weeks.  Please feel free to reach out to me via email, or call the school office and leave a voicemail so I can return 
your call.  I miss you all, and am excited to work together to celebrate our 8th grade students! 
 
Thank you, 
 
Tony Moser 
Principal   
mosertony@newportgriz.com   
(509)447-2426 x2502 
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